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The Right to Petition Government 
Grade Level:  
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
Keywords:  
Constitution of the United States 
The right to petition grants people not only the freedom to stand up and speak out against 
injustices they feel are occurring, but also grants the power to help change those injustices. The 
nonprofit community plays an active role by providing an organized medium to join citizens 
together in support of causes or in petition of practices that violate their cause. 
 

 

 

Definition 

To understand the definition of the concept, right to petition government, one must first 
understand where this concept originates.  The right to petition is one of the fundamental 
freedoms of all Americans, and is documented in the First Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States.  

The First Amendment consists of five “freedoms,” which are: Religion, Free Speech, Free 
Press, Assembly, and Petition.  The Petition section of the first amendment, also commonly 
referred to as the Petition Clause, states that “People have the right to appeal to 
government in favor of or against policies that affect them or in which they feel 
strongly.  This freedom includes the right to gather signatures in support of a cause and to 
lobby legislative bodies for or against legislation,” (Copley First Amendment Center) (2).  A 
more simple definition of the right to petition, is “the right to present requests to the 
government without punishment or reprisal.  This right is guaranteed in the First 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution” (History Central, 1). 

Looking at the specific definition of the word petition, as it relates to the freedom of 
petition and the First Amendment, the word can be used to describe “any nonviolent, legal 
means of encouraging or disapproving government action, whether directed to the judicial, 
executive or legislative branch.  Lobbying, letter-writing, e-mail campaigns, testifying before 
tribunals, filing lawsuits, supporting referenda, collecting signatures for ballot initiatives, 
peaceful protests and picketing: all public articulation of issues, complaints and interests 
designed to spur government action qualifies under the petition clause…” (Copley First 
Amendment Center) (1). 
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The Clean Water Act (CWA) is the primary federal law in the United States governing water 
pollution. Its objective is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 
of the nation's waters; recognizing the responsibilities of the states in addressing pollution and 
providing assistance to states to do so, including funding for publicly owned treatment works 
for the improvement of wastewater treatment; and maintaining the integrity of wetlands.  

The Clean Water Act was one of the United States' first and most influential 
modern environmental laws. Its laws and regulations are primarily administered by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in coordination with state governments 
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